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Hello readers, and welcome once again to Free Software Magazine ‘s fortnightly newsletter, keeping you up
to date with all things free software... AND the top 10 FSDaily announcements for this week! Enjoy!

General announcements

Top ten Free Software Daily stories this week

1. Linux kernel developers: Say no to closed-source modules —“We have just been receiving a
constant stream of questions from companies asking how the Linux kernel developers feel about
closed-source modules over the past year or so,” Read more...

2. 10 Reasons why Free Software and GNU/Linux should be used in schools —I’ve got a pet peeve.
I love reading “Why GNU/Linux should be used in schools” articles. My pet peeve is the fact that the
main focus of most of these articles is cost. The way it is portrayed by the media turns it into a cheap
“alternative” that you use if you can’t afford Windows or hate Microsoft. Read more...

3. List of best Linux blogs —A good compiled List of best Linux blogs, you are free to add to this list.
Read more...

4. A look at Ubuntu Netbook Remix —I can’t help noticing the number of Asus EEE PCs around now,
it is strange to think that twelve months ago these weren’t really about and there was still discussion
of when will be the “year of the Linux desktop”. Of course, events took a different turn, and suddenly
the desktop didn’t seem so important anymore. Read more...

5. Nvidia says no to free drivers, I say no to Nvidia —They have even criticized Nvidia specifically
for not releasing free drivers. Nvidia responded. Read more...

6. DokuWiki: An elegant and lightweight wiki engine —Created as a simple solution for managing
documentation, DokuWiki has evolved into a powerful and flexible wiki suitable for most tasks
involving collaborative editing. DokuWiki doesn’t use a database back end (all pages are stored as
plain text files), which makes it easy to install and maintain. Read more...

7. How NVidia Impedes Free and Open Source Desktop Adoption —Linux developers demand open
drivers, docs and development processes, NVIDIA refuses to open their drivers, arguing that the
technical quality is not a problem, and that the driver contains intellectual property they wish to
protect. ATI/AMD has shown the intellectual property argument is at least not universally applicable
to graphics hardware. Let’s also clear up a misconception about the technical quality of closed
NVIDIA drivers. Read more...

8. Goodbye, GUI: Thirty Days of Command Line —A modern teenager tries something radically
different by doing all the normal internet functions: social networking, music, programming,
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AIM/MSN/Y ahoo, IRC, all through nothing but a Linux command line. And he’s doing it for 30 days.
No GUIS. At all. Read more...

9. New ISO: Denial and Damage Control, as Standard —ISO goes on record suggesting that there
was no problem with the OOXML process. Read more...

10. Free as in Speech —With Independence Day coming up, I want to do a series of posts about freedom
and what “free software” actually means. The English language is weak in the area of freedom, so
when somebody says “free software” they think “free of charge” or “gratis” (to use the Latin term for
the concept), which can really throw you, since most free software is available to anyone without
monetary cost. Read more...

Thanks to lozz, trombonechamp, 100110111, bridget, mark, zarkovic, JRepin, Mr. Psychopath, and komrad
for these stories!

Latest content

The Bizarre Cathedral - 11 —By Ryan Cartwright and Tony Mobily. Latest from the Bizarre Cathedral.
Read more...

Configure a professional firewall using pfSense —By Sloan Miller. Set up multiple subnets to share your
broadband Internet with your neighbors and split the cost. Read more...

Ten fantastic keyboard shortcuts in OpenOffice.org —By Ryan Cartwright. A lot of software users I meet
seem to feel they are not using their software as efficiently as they could. If that includes you, then listen up.
Here is my list of the ten, lesser-known, OpenOffice.org Writer keyboard shortcuts that will help you improve
your productivity. Read more...

Chapter 4: Automatically writing makefiles with Automake —By John Calcote. Most of the general
complaints I’ve ever seen aimed at the Autotools are ultimately associated with Automake, in the final
analysis. The reason for this is simple: Automake provides the highest level of abstraction over the build
system. This high level of abstraction is both apparent, and actual. And yet a solid understanding of the inner
workings of Automake can provide you with the one of the most satisfying auto-generated build system
experiences, because you can feel comfortable using the features of Automake to their maximum potential.
Read more...

Hotwire: a combined terminal/GUI for GNU/Linux —By Gary Richmond. A suitable peacemaker between
command-line purists and pragmatists? Read more...

Will the internet really improve the way we think? —By Gary Richmond. In a recent interview with the
British Sunday Observer, Jimmy Wales, founder of Wikipedia, claimed that “it’s the next billion [internet
users] who will change the way we think”. Such a big claim deserves some critical house room. Will the
internet really change the way we think? Or are we just getting carried away? Read more...

Interview with Liran Tal, author of daloRADIUS —By Tony Mobily. Hello Liran. Thank you for
answering our questions! First of all, you are the main developer of daloRADIUS... What is it in very simple
terms? Read more...

The Bizarre Cathedral - 10 —By Ryan Cartwright and Tony Mobily. Latest from the Bizarre Cathedral.
Read more...
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Drigg is looking for a new co-maintainer! —By Tony Mobily. I would like to ask the free software
community to syndicate this entry as much as possible. It’s not exciting, it’s not “hot”, but it is about the
future of a great piece of free software. Read more...

The OOXML fight continues: here’s one way you can help —By Ryan Cartwright. The fight against the
adoption of OOXML as an ISO standard is continuing in many countries. In the UK the UK Unix & Open
Systems User Group (UKUUG) unsuccessfully, sought a judicial review of the British Standards Institute’s
decision to vote yes. UKUUG are now seeking to appeal against that rejection of a review and you can help
them. Read more...

Is Asus backsliding on GNU/Linux? —By Gary Richmond. Businesses are not philanthropists. They are
not, intentionally, educators or evangelists for ideologies. However, from time to time their business models
just happen to coincide with their more idealistic customers own interests. Asus is one such company. Read
more. ..

Seagate Freeagent Pro: hardware that comes with proprietary software —By Laurie Langham. Getting
an external hard drive for my laptop seemed like such a good idea when I first thought about it. Seagate have
got a dinky little 750 GB affair, called the Freeagent Pro, with lights that go up and down when it’s having a
bit of a think to itself, so I got myself one of those. What I didn’t know when I bought it was that the hard
drive came with all sorts of issues related to proprietary software. Read more...

Writing a kernel module for FreeBSD —By Yousef Ourabi. FreeBSD hacking 101. Read more...

Ian Lynch’s take on the BECTA fiasco —By Tony Mobily. I have recently read an eye-opening email from
Ian Lynch about what happened in the UK with BECTA. Read more...

Mail merge in OpenOffice.org —By Michael Crider. Making a complicated topic understandable. Read
more. ..

Reminders

You can read this and previous newsletters online here

Comments Your comments on articles, issues, and blog entries are very welcome. They provide other readers
with insightful suggestions, further information, and the feeling that they are not alone. They also provide our
authors with the feeling that they are being heard.

Avatars Avatars are a great way of expressing your personal identity, whether it be a photo or an image that
you feel represents the you you want to be. Read more about avatars here. To add an avatar: log in, go to “my
account” in the menu on the left, go to the “edit” tab and scroll down to where it says “Upload picture”. Now,
hit the browse button, find the image on your computer that you want to upload and go to the bottom of the
page and hit the submit button. That’s it; you now have an avatar image.

Invite a friend Share Free Software Magazine with your friends! We have a really strong community and we
want it to grow and grow, and with your help, it can! When you are logged in to Free Software Magazine, you
should have a feature called “Invite Your Friends” showing on the left hand side in your navigation menu. If
you click on this feature, you will be taken to a page where you can insert your friends’ email addresses and a
personal message, and they will receive an invitation from you! You can also keep track of which of your
friends have accepted your invitations. Go on, spread the free software word today!
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Subscriptions Ever wanted to follow that story, or blogger, or be informed when a change appears to some
content that you want to keep up with? Now you can. Using our new “Subscribe” feature, you can receive an
email update every time a blog or page is updated or when a comment is added, so you can keep up with all
the latest changes. You can manage your subscriptions by logging in and going here.

Donate As you might know already FSM is a low profit project with all funds raised going back into
producing the fine magazine you can read for free.

Think about how much you would normally have to spend buying a magazine of this quality. We provide it
for free!

Your donations will help us to continue spreading the word about free software and producing more fantastic
issues.

Contacting us If you’d like to contribute to FSM: read our Write for us page. Then send your proposal to
proposals@...

If you have some feedback for us about our site or its content, then drop us a line at input@...

If you are interested in advertising on our site, or in our magazine or newsletter, you can find more
information on our Advertise page or send an email to advertise@...

If you need help with your account for any reason, please send an email to helpdesk@...

Please add freesoftwaremagazine.com to the ends of the email addresses above. Sorry for the inconvenience
but spammers make this necessary.

Thanks

Thank you for subscribing to Free Software Magazine. You are a part of a growing community who help to
raise the awareness of, and educate new users in, the joys of free software. Without you we would not have
this community and without you we would not have a magazine. Happy reading!
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